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Grdinarily . . .a  cowboy  suit  spells  fun  for  the  small  boy  or  girl... but  it  may 
mean  tragedy  if  the  suit  is  made  of  a  material  that  has  not  been  fireproofed. 
Recently,  three  Washington,  D.  C.  children  died  from  burns  they  received  when  their 
cowboy  suits  caught  fire.    The  suits  were  made  of  cotton  or  rayon  material  with 
napped  surface.    Such  material  is  also  used  for  sweaters,  blankets,  night  clothes 
and  draperies.     It  constitutes  a  serious  fire  hazard  when  it  has  no  flame  proofing 
treatments. 

Fortunately,  there  are  simple  fireproof ing  treatments  you  can  apply  at  home 
to  safeguard  articles  made  from  cotton  or  rayon  materials  with  napped  surface.  A 
simple  treatment  that  reduces  the  fire  hazard  is  a  solution  of  borax  and  boric  acid 
in  hot  water.    You  can  get  these  well-known  chemicals  at  any  drug  store.  This 
fireproof ing  solution  uses  seven  ounces  of  borax  and  three  ounces  of  boric  acid  to 
two  quarts  of  hot  water.    In  case  you'd  like  to  jot  the  formula  down,  I'll  repeat... 
3even  ounces  of  borax. .  .three  ounces  of  boric  acid... and  two  qiiarts  of  hot  water. 
Stir  the  borax  and  boric  acid  until  the  solution  is  clear. 

Best  way  to  apply  this  solution  to  a  garment  is  just  to  dip  the  garment  into 

the  borax-boric  acid  solution.    Be  sure  the  fabric  is  dry  when  you  put  it  in.  Then 

be  sure  the  garment  is  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  solution.    Wring  it  out  and 

hang  the  treated  article  to  dry  just  as  you  dry  clothes  on  a  line.    When  pressing 

the  fireproofed  article .. .use  only  a  moderately  hot  iron. 

As  you  see... it's  easy  to  add  this  safeguard  to  fabrics  that  are  fire  hazards. 
Just  one  point  to  keep  in  mind.    The  borsx-boric  acid  solution  washes  out  easily. 
Each  time  the  article  is  laundered. . .you  will  need  to  fireproof  it  again. 
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